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I have been getting some questions about the field and the 

club.  I figure if a couple people are asking, then a lot of you 

may be wondering the same thing - 

First, the Christmas Party is just a week and a half away.  If 

youôre interested in attending, make your reservation now!  As 

we get short on time like this, as long as I know you are attend-

ing, you can bring me your dinner money the night of the din-

ner, December 5th.  So all you late comers drop me a line and 

let me know you are coming.  We also have the "closing week-

end" coming up. Weather permitting we will be flying and pos-

sibly BBQing what was left in the snack bar in the way of food. 

This month we will be having a regular club meeting at 

Round Table on Dec 14th at 7pm.  This meeting is intended to 

let everyone know what is going on with the field and to elect a 

new secretary.  Bob Tedder finally sold his house and is headed 

out next month, so we will need to find someone to fill his 

shoes.  So start thinking about who you want to nominate and 

elect that night. 

Ok what's going on at the field?  We have been busy start-

ing to take things down and what not.  The north and west ca-

bles are down in the parking lot.  The metal storage shed has 

been moved over near the garages; the biggest job of all being 

the snack shack.  So far we have taken down the shade struc-

ture; packed up its contents and gutted all of the fixtures in 

preparation for moving it.  A few other things have happened as 

well and will continue to happen.  As I have said, weather per-

mitting, we are trying to get guys out on Tuesdays and Thurs-

days.  Also, we will have this coming Sunday Dec 6th desig-

nated as a work day at the field.  One thing the board has de-

cided is that come Dec. 1st, when the field is closed, it will not 

reopen until all the work is done to reverse the field.  So even 

when and if we get the OK from the city to resume flying, we 

will not resume flight operations until the work on reversing the 

field is completed. 

Here are the answers to a few of the questions I have heard 

asked -  First, are we not asking for an extension based off what 
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we did last year.  We have been told point blank the odds 

of us getting an extension without reversing the field are 

not good.  By taking another step like this we are increas-

ing our odds dramatically to get an extension for a couple 

years.  I think the odds are in our favor, as they were last 

year. 

Another thing I have heard is, "why are we doing all 

this work and laying out all this money just for a couple 

years?"  Well most of the work changes are things we 

would have had to do as part of moving out anyway.  That 

is all we are doing right now.  Until we get the OK from 

the city we will not do anything in the reversal process 

that didn't also need to be done to vacate the site.  As for 

new work, we are looking to keep that to a bare mini-

mum.  We are looking at a simple roll-out petro mat pit 

area and new taxi-ways and re-using the gravel off the 

parking lot to create the new access and parking behind 

the pit.  We will not have a huge gravel parking area; just 

enough so during the rainy season members have a place 

to park.  During the summer when things dry out, parking 

on the dirt is not an issue.  There will be no cover over the 

pits.  You will simply back up to the petro mat and pit out 

of the back of your vehicle.  For summer flying, purchas-

ing yourself a pop-up will probably be a good idea.  There 

will be some minor costs in running over some power and 

water.  As I said we are looking at minimal expense or 
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things we can take with us and preserving our funds for the new 

site.  The garages and control-line area will remain as they are; 

they are far enough out to not be a bother us.  We will just have 

to fly over them on our downwind legs.  We will be looking to 

take out the trees behind the pits and down the parking lots close 

to the runway and in the way on the west side.  Also, cutting 

back some of the trees around the lake.  Any tree we remove, 

odds are we will have to replace to appease the city. 

Last thing I have been hearing is ñwhat about the 

dues?ò  We were scheduled for another $20 increase from last 

year in anticipation of the new field.  However, with the current 

field in question that is up in the air because if for some reason 

we don't get an extension, the dues will likely come down quite 

a bit based off what we can work out elsewhere; so for the time 

being please hold on to your renewal until next year.  Once the 

dust settles on what is going on, the board can make an educated 

decision on what is going to happen with the dues.  Just make 

sure you re-up your AMA and we will worry about dues after 

the first of the year. 

As always please feel free to drop me a line with questions 

or comments, and I look forward to seeing you around the field. 

Forrest 

WDA CLUB MEETING LOCATION  

 

WDAôs new meeting place is the 

Round Table Pizza Parlor in their back 

banquet area. 

 

421 Pioneer Ave., Unit F, 

between I-5 and 113 in Woodland  -   

behind the Starbucks Coffee shop  

 

Call Forrest Barton if you have any ques-

tions (530) 383-9019 

2009 Remaining Events 
 

Dec 5  Christmas Party WDA 
Dec 12 Christmas Party VVRC 

(from) AMA Insider November 2009 

 

PRESIDENT TO PRESIDENT 

A Club in Need é 

By Dave Mathewson, AMA President 

ñHelp! Weôre losing our flying site.ò 

AMA gets calls that start like this almost every week. 

Most of the AMA vice presidents will tell you that this is the 

type of call and request for help that they receive most. When I 

was a district VP, the very first thing I would ask of the person 

making the contact was, ñTell me what your club has done over 

the years to become an asset in your community.ò If the answer 

was, ñWell, we havenôt done much, but weôre thinking about 

doing XXX ...,ò itôs almost always too late. 

The very best way to protect your flying site is to be 

proactive in preparing for the day when losing your site might 

become a possibility. Site loss can be attributed to several fac-

tors; losing a site to things like soccer fields account for some. 

Other times itôs an unhappy neighbor who, for whatever reason, 

is opposed to your field being where it is. 

In all of these cases having the support of the local 

community, especially when local town boards become in-

volved, is invaluable. Most local boards will listen to its con-

stituents, especially when they express their feelings strongly in 

one direction or another. A club standing before a town board 

pleading its case is one thing. That same club standing before 

that same board, but having members of the community stand-

ing right alongside, is something entirely different. 

So, how do clubs become a welcome asset in its com-

munity? They become involved. There are a number of simple 

things that each of our clubs can do that have the potential to 

pay large dividends. Things like collecting canned goods at 

events or meetings and then donating the collection to the local 

food pantry. Hosting an event and donating a portion of the 

proceeds to a local charity. With the holiday season fast ap-

proaching, maybe this would be a good time to collect toys for 

the Toys for Tots program that almost all communities have. 

Parents appreciate groups, like model aircraft clubs, 

that run outreach programs that their children can participate in. 

Getting involved with local Scout groups, community recrea-

tional programs, or running an after-class program at the local 

school for kids interested in modeling can be extremely effec-

tive. 

On the other end of the spectrum, consider contacting 

your local senior center and ask if they would be interested in 

someone coming to the center to speak about model aviation. 

Those of us who have done this will tell you that this can be an 

extremely rewarding experience. 

And, finally, a very simple program your club can 

become involved in that takes very little effort is the Adopt-A-

Road program that most communities have. Participating in a 

program like this most often results in a roadside sign, indicat-

ing that your club is participating in the program and is respon-

sible for this section of road. This is like having a billboard 

along the road, promoting your club to motorists who travel 

this stretch of highway. 

Nearly all of these ideas, if approached by the club as 

a group, can be fun activities. At the same time, youôll be build-

ing strong relationships with those in your community whose 

help you may someday need. Being proactive has the potential 

to pay off down the road when you just may need it most. 

See you next time. Q 
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Woodland/Davis Aeromodelers                                         Board members present  
General Meeting                                                              Pres.              Forrest Barton  
November 9, 2009                                                            Sec.              Bob Tedder  
                                                                                     At Large        Art Williams;  Glen Barton;  
                                                                                                 Doug Barton;  Chris Dellinger  
                                                                                                         Dan Avilla  
I.     Called to order @ 7:10 
       A. Approval of last months' minutes 
       B. Officer reports 
            1. Membership - 140 
            2. Safety - dangers of electrics on tables - boundaries - batteries safety 
II.     Event reports 
        A. Nov.14 - work party 
        B. Toys 4 Tots - good turnout this year - lots of donations just for the fun of it 
III.     Old business  
        A. PR campaign - delayed til after Dec. 5 
        B. Current flying site extension - will know after Dec. 5 meeting - may involve reversing field 
        C. New flying site - still waiting to hear from ConAgra 
        D. Christmas party - same as last year (Cattleman's - Dixon) 
IV.    New business 
        A. Elections - the people to blame next year are; 
            President            Kerry R 
            V. President       John E 
            Secretary           Bob T 
            Treasurer           Lou F 
            Board                 Dan A - for  
security reasons, all refused to give 
their last names... 
V.     Toilet seat award - as soon as 
Jaime's name was mentioned for his 
copter mishap, it was unanimous 
VI.    Show N' Tell - Forrest - Jet glider 
VII.   Adjourned @ 8:15 
             Respectfully submitted 
                    Bob Tedder 

Woodland/Davis Aeromodelers, Board Meeting Minutes  
I.     Called to order @6:00 
       A. Officer's reports - none 
       B. Contest reports 
           1. Toys for tots 
           2. Christmas party 
       C. Old and unfinished business 
           1. New flying site - waiting to hear from ConAgra 
           2. Extension with city - site closed Dec. 1-5 - hopefully opened after that after Dec. 5  
               meeting with city and interested parties 
       D. New business 
           1. Raffle revitalization - motion to fund the raffle for $150 minimum/month (more if intake 
               is larger) - passed 
           2. Fund raising dinner 
       E. Adjourned @ 6:50                              Respectfully, Bob Tedder 
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