
Dear Members, 

 

Welcome to 2009.  Woodland Davis Aeromodelersô fu-

ture looks bright and we are looking forward to a great 

year filled with a whole lot of fun, lots of flying, and a full 

event calendar.  Our ongoing community involvement 

along with the purchase, development, and moving to a 

new flying site, is our primary goal. Even though right 

now it is a little cold and we are being blessed with some 

much-needed rain, I encourage you to celebrate the fact 

that we are in California and take a break from your 

model building, get out of the house and down to the field 

to do some winter flying.  Letôs face it, we are lucky in 

that we do not have to shovel snow off the runway before 

taking off!  (like most of the county right now) 

 

Yes, the Mavis Henson field is currently open and flight 

operations are ongoing thanks to the generosity of the City 

of Woodland providing WDA with an interim authoriza-

tion to operate while our application for an extension to 

our lease is being considered.  It is anticipated that our 

application will be brought before the City Council for 

decision sometime in the next couple of months.  Please 

keep your eyes open for an email containing further de-

tails, to arrive in the next few weeks.  The extension to 

our lease is imperative to maintaining the integrity of the 

club, insure the ability to hold fund-raising activities, con-

tinue our community involvement while at the same time, 

move to a new sight. In the mean time please enjoy the 

field and remember to keep it safe, be respectful of our 

neighbors, and abide by both the AMA & field rules.   

 

 Looking back 12 months, I recall charging our member-

ship to come together in 2008 and strive towards a com-

mon goal ï That goal was to find a suitable location for a 

new flying site.  I must congratulate you, the clubôs mem-
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bers and the Board for having put in a lot of hard 

work and doing a great job. Not only was a new sight 

found, but escrow is expected to close on this piece 

of property within a few weeks.  Recently, I had the 

opportunity to see the property - It was exciting to 

stand there and through my mindôs eye, imagine a 

glimpse of what  many hope will become the finest 

flying sight in California.  Yes, I admit that right now 

the grade of the land is not right, and the scent of 

cows is a little strong, but this will all start to change 

once escrow closes and development of a new flying 

site begins. Yes, these are big dreams, hopes, and 

plans, but they are becoming reality through your 

continued support and commitment to our club and 

our hobby.  

 

To this end, the Board has had a very informative 

brochure created and sent to you with the purpose of 

providing you with further details regarding the pur-

chase of this 40 acre property and its development 

into a new flying site.  I would like to ask that each 

member examine this brochure very carefully to de-

termine the type and amount of support you can 

pledge to this project.  This project and the future of 

our hobby is in need of your financial investment.  

Please do all that you can to support the purchase and 

the development of WDAôs new flying site.  There 



...from the desk of John  Casey, 

WDA òSAFETY OFFICERó 

 

You do not want to be caught flying 

anywhere near the houses!  

The  club is going to protect the re-

maining time at the field harshly 

and you do not want to be the re-

cipient of the wrath of fellow mem-

bers by being the cause of a com-

plaint from our neighbors across 

the road!  

(Let alone the reason for a prema-

ture closure of the field!)    

SO STAY AWAY FROM THE 

HOUSES!  

You have been warned.....AGAIN  

...take heed...  

are a number of different ways that you can provide 

support: 

 

§ Tax deductible donation (a one-time gift, or 

pledge a monthly amount over a certain 

amount of time) ï WDA is a 501 C3 non-

profit organization 

 

§ Life-time membership ï The board has de-

cided that for a certain amount of time mem-

bers donating $4000 or more will be given 

the opportunity to purchase a life time mem-

bership for an additional $1000 dollars 

 

§ Other financial, labor, and material commit-

ments 

 

Please take the time to make a donation or fill out the 

pledge form, and send it in the provided self addressed 

envelope today.  It is anticipated that WDA will start to 

occur many of the costs associated with this new flying 

site as early as the end of January.  So please provide 

your support now. 

 

On a much lighter note I must thank all the individuals 

who organized the clubôs Christmas Party, and the 

members that attended.  It was great to see so many 

friends and fellow flyers there and to be able to share 

the season celebration together.  The food was plentiful 

and good, while the cake that Sherri Scott graciously 

provided was both spectacular to see as well as to eat.  

The cake even sported the clubs logo in frosting.  For 

those unable to attend, you were missed and I really en-

courage you to plan on attending next Christmas.  It is a 

wonderful time to spend in the warmth and company of 

friends.  Oh, I almost forgot to mention, the raffle was 

pretty darn competitive and exciting as well.  

Until next time, God bless. 

Dan Rainda 

  

(Editorôs note:  The ñSnowman and Son, Flying RCò 

cake was both spectacular to see AND to eat.  Simply 

OUTSTANDING!)  

Goldberg Senior Falcon.  810 sq. inch wing 

area. Never flown . ARF with new, never run 

Saito .56 Four Stroke engine, five servos, 5 

cell 1500 mAh Ni-Cd battery pack with regu-

lator. Just add a receiver and the model is 

ready to fly... Model with this equipment is 

available in Fairfield for the price of the en-

gine alone, e.g., $180.00.    Jack R. Albrecht, 

800-262-1178,  rc1pilot@jcis.net   

mailto:rc1pilot@jcis.net


LETTER FROM A CONCERNED WDA MEMBER 
 

As the NL editor I try to refrain from strong personal opinion within these pages, as the expression of same is generally 

guaranteed to rub someone the wrong way ï and after all, weôre involved in this hobby, ostensibly, to have fun.  

That said, I cannot emphasize enough the need for each and every one of us to take our model flying future seriously ï and I 

mean RIGHT NOW! 

 

It is human nature to wait for someone else to git er dun, but we have neither the luxury of time or unlimited resources on 

our side. The acquisition of a new flying field is paramount to this clubôs survival, and NOW is the time to pull out all the 

stops, stand up, and be counted!  40 acres of prime land (and 300 acres of fly-over) hangs in the balance! 

 

If we fail to act on this purchase, we could very well lose our existing flying site and be ñfield-less.ò Even if we remain at 

our existing venue awhile longer, another field opportunity like the one currently in escrow, may not come along anytime 

soon. What then? 

 

If youôre thinking youôll just gravitate over to some other clubôs flying field, think again. Leased flying fields in northern 

CA are being subjected to ever-tightening restrictionséno turbines, no large gas planes, engine size limits, restricted hours, 

noise restrictions, no weekday flying, and worse.   Huh?  You donôt fly on weekdays; donôt fly jets or giant scale?  Iôve been 

at this hobby 35 years and until just a few years ago, NEITHER DID I.   Things change.   Interests change. 

 

You like WWI aircraft?  Broken props, nose-overs, and torn up wing tips, are guaranteed unless you have a nicely mani-

cured grass strip alongside that paved runway.   

Maybe you have a WWII model or a sport plane with Retracts?  Good luck on a rough or short runway with hazards at ei-

ther end.  Do you look forward to repairing your plane after every flight or watching hundreds of hours go up in smoke be-

cause you had no choice but to fly off a compromise rather than a quality site?  Do you like the idea of that expensive en-

gine sucking in dirt off a crappy runway?   I DONôT. 

 

Further, any club with these types of limitations cannot flourish and will very likely whither up and die.  What will you do 

then?  Relegated to Park Flyers?   ...give me liberty, or give me death! 

 

My point is that EVERY ONE OF US must dig deep and come up with the funds necessary to preserve our club and our 

passion.  Perhaps like me, a sizeable donation will cut deep into your modeling budget for quite some time to come.  Can 

you live with your current stable of planes and kits?    I can and I will.   What is the alternative?   

OR, perhaps you can pledge just a small amount each month. EVERY river begins with just one drop of water!  DONôT 

short-sell any donation, no matter what the amount. 

 

OK - So a few of us have not one extra cent to donate to a new flying field. What then?  Each and every one of us has at 

least some time we can donate to the clubðfar above and beyond your annual points.   

Assuming WDA has one more flying season at Mavis Henson and a full venue of events, YOU can help the club raise 

money by donating your time:  Snack Shack, transmitter impound, judging, safety checks, parking assistance, grounds up-

keep, club raffle plane, Mall Show; just to name a few.  Every hour; EVERY DOLLAR; helps us get closer to a new field. 

 

IF WE DO NOT GET OUT OF OUR COMFORT ZONES, WE CAN KISS OUR PRESENT AND FUTURE 

FLYING SITES GOOD-BYE! 

 

It is my firm belief that WDA MUST AIM HIGH.  Let us endeavor to build the finest flying field in the Western United 

States.  If we can pull this off, we will host National and International model aircraft events of all types.  How cool is 

that??!!  Additionally, we will have no shortage of members or sponsorséI can envision a WDA that has a WAITING 

LIST for membership!  Do you want 7 days/week access to a world-class flying site?   I do!  We CAN do this! 

 

Just imagine the result if we come together as a club, pool our dollars, talents and resources, and THINK BIG!  Anything 

less is unbefitting the hobby, our passions, and the legacy that is Woodland/Davis Aeromodelers. 

 

NOW is the time to pull out all the stops. 

 

Richard Geertson 
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