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Larry Sutherland’s D3A Val won the award for People’s Choice:

Wings of Victory was a fun event again this year, I think
Monty Welch will have a report on it in this newsletter, so
here are some photos of the planes that won awards. There
are also photos in the Photo section of the club website.
Michael Radu’s Fokker D. VII, Pilot’s Choice Award

And for Best Flight, Gonzalo Martinez, with his Huey Cobra:

Ed Becker’s Me-109, got the Technical Achievement Award,
somehow I failed to get a good photo of this airplane, it has a
spiral spinner behind the F6F in this photo of the pit area.
< continued on page 4 >
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GENERAL MEETING
MINUTES
JULY 13TH, 2015
Members present: X Ed Morgan, X
MacDonald, X Mike O’Kane,
X Jeff Lovitt, X Rich Geertson X
Randy Sizemore
Chris Dellinger

John Eaton, X

2012 (FMRM) section 336, this section allows us to
stand on our Field and fly models but it requires us to
Fly “based on a community set of Safety Rules”. These
community rules are recognized as the AMA safety
code and the Club rules which we are mandated by the
Federal Law to operate according to Community based
Safety Rules or rules equivalent to the AMA.
Jim

Doug Barton _ X _

Meeting called to order by John Eaton.
Last month’s minutes reviewed, motion for approval, 2nd, and
passed unanimously.
Recognition of guests and new members. None present
Officer reports:
President:
Vice President: Ed Morgan recapped the Board Minutes listed in
the Board meeting minutes.
Treasurer: Jim MacDonald reported on Club account, details on
file with Treasurer
Secretary: No comments
Chair Reports:
Membership: Monte Pate reports no change in Membership we
have about 112 members currently.
Safety: John Lett is present and provided his report of the recent
incursion of a Jet above and onto the Property Road 103 and
28H. John’s reports contained the details of the event,
members present, detail analysis of the cause and
recommendations to mitigate the issue from happening
again.
The Board acted on the recommendations after evaluating John’s
report and passed an interim rule that requires a high
performance aircraft pilot to have a spotter as an added level
of safety to aid in maintaining the model aircraft within the
Club Boundary South of the gravel road 29. Members
present asked about flying when they are the only person
present? Whenever possible fly with a friend, as the person
in command of the model aircraft you are always responsible
for the control of the model. The intent of the rule is to add
a level of safety to fast flying/high powered aircraft that
typically use more space. There ae no restrictions in the
interim rule that prohibit a RC pilot from flying alone though
this is a lower level of safety than is intended by the new “fly
with a spotter rule”.
Note: We ae exempted from the majority flying rules thanks to
the hard work of our AMA association. They ensured we
would not be part of the fast moving change that is allowing
small multi-rotor models to be operated commercially. We
are included in the FAA Modernization and Reform act of

Field Chair: General comments regarding mower
maintenance, Art and Bill present.
News Letter: Glen as always looking for articles, please send
him your articles.
Points Chair: All postings current as of July 1st.
WEB PAGE: Page is up and running, contact the WEB
master with any concerns
Events Reports:
Wings of victory: July 18 and 19. Randy not available to
CD the event. Jeff Lovitt and John Eaton offered to
assist. . Doug Barton offered to assist with
Registration. Ben Panzo is covering the Snack Shack
AMA Pattern contest: June 27, Lawrence Tougas’ CD.
Pattern Event was well attended and the weather was
nice. Great sky for photos. All but one of the entrants
flew electric, and the airplanes are rather specialized.
15 entrants, 14 were electric.
Old Business:
Fun Fly Events
Work Parties: August 29th and September 19th.
Shade Structure Roof:
Tin Shed for Tools: project approved but not yet started.
South Flyingpad/runway construction: Runway is staked
out comments are invited via the forum or e-mail.
Rules for Multi-rotor Flying
New Business:
Safety See safety chair comments above
Break:
Guest Speaker: None
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Date
Aug 15
Aug 22
Aug 22-23
Sept 12-13
Sept 19-20
Sept 24-26
Oct 2-3
Nov 7
Jan 1

Event
Old School Vintage R/C &
Nat'l Model Aviation Day
Golden Age R/C and Oldtimers
U/C Goyet Memorial Stunt Classic
Burgdorf Memorial Race
U/C Meet n' Meat Stunt
Scale Heli Masters
Float Fly#2 @ Lake Minden
Toys for Tots
Chilly n' Chili Fun Fly & Pot Luck

BOARD MEETING
MINUTES
JULY 13TH, 2015
Members present: X Ed Morgan, X
MacDonald, X Mike O’Kane,
X Jeff Lovitt, X _ Rich Geertson, X
Doug Barton, Chris Dellinger

John Eaton, X

1.

Fire Extinguishers need to be purchased for flying site.
(Mike O'Kane)

Mike briefed the Board regarding the availability of 5 lb. fire
extinguishers at Costco. These were originally thought to
be 10lb. Approval for the purchase was previously
approved. A total of eight will be bought and placed at: 4 in
the RC pit area, 1 under the U-control shade structure, 1 in
the Snack Shack, and 2 at the connex mower area.

Jim

2. Club swap meet plans.
Plans for the swap meet have been set aside until the 2016
season.

Randy Sizemore X

Meeting called to order by Ed Morgan
Meeting agenda as posted on the Club forum with any following
additions.
WDA May Board Meeting Agenda 07/13/15
(6:00 PM, in the Leake Room of the Woodland Library, 250 1st
St., Woodland)

3. Review and/or update rules for High Performance model
operations at our field. (Board)
Interim rule motion made and 2nd. All High Performance
models (aircraft) should fly with a spotter to ensure the
aircraft remains in bounds (South of gravel Road 29). Vote
is unanimous. See the forum for this posting and take time
to comment on this interim safety rule.
NEW Business: No new business at this time, meeting
adjourned @ 7:00pm.

OLD Business
--------
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FROM THE PRESIDENT
< continued from page 1 >

At the July meetings, board and general, there was a long discussion about proposed rules aimed at controlling incursions
into the airspace north of Road 29. I do not feel that a good resolution was arrived at and expect that more discussion will
follow at the August meeting. We need some guidelines that work and at the same time are not unduly restrictive. In the
meantime, please work hard to make sure that you keep south of the north boundary.
Next up on the event schedule are these events:
Aug 2
Aug 9
Aug 15
Aug 22
Aug 22-23
Aug 29
Sept 12-13

WDA U/C ARF Off
Indoor Fun Fly at NorCal Indoor Sports
WDA Old School Vintage R/C & Nat'l Model Aviation Day
WDA Golden Age R/C and Oldtimers
WDA U/C Goyet Memorial Stunt Classic.
WDA Work Party/Fun Fly
WDA Fred Burgdorf Memorial Pylon Race

We had an extremely meager turnout at the last work party so there was no fun fly. Please make time to support the
field and SHOW UP! The fun fly we had earlier went well and any airplane and skill level can compete with a good chance
of winning.
Rich Geertson brought an airplane to show and tell last
meeting and Mike O’Kane was kind enough to snap a
photo. It is a Taurus built from a vintage Top Flight kit.
Very pretty in the scheme and colors from the original
box art, and sure to be a good flyer.

Once again, 35 mph on the road please, take special care to
minimize dust near homes. Take special care to stay away
from Christine’s horses at the northwest corner of the field,
and stay south of Road 29.
See you at the meeting. Woodland Public Library, Leake
Room, August 10th. Board Meeting at 6 and General
meeting at 7 PM.
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BUILDER’S CORNER

< continued on page 8 >
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BUILDER’S CORNER
< continued from page 7 >

< continued on page 9 >
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BUILDER’S CORNER
< continued from page 8 >

< continued on page 10 >
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BUILDER’S CORNER
< continued from page 9 >
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SAFETY FIRST!
FIELD SAFETY ISSUE
In the past few weeks, the WDA Board of Directors and a few of the membership have been engaged in discussions surrounding whether to utilize spotters for flights of high performance aircraft at the WDA field. This discussion arose from a flight over
a private residence and subsequent crash of a turbine powered aircraft. The pilot did not have a spotter to assist him during
the flight until he found himself in a position of loss situational awareness. The prevailing questions are, would a spotter earlier
on been able to assist the pilot mitigate the over fly and crash, what is the definition of a high performance aircraft, what are
the duties of a spotter? The conversations surrounding flights over private property and loss of the ability of the pilot’s control
over the aircraft is ongoing. The discussions thus far have been taking place on the WDA web site forum, board director’s
meetings, in the regular membership meetings, and among members. Please plan to attend the next scheduled meeting and
add your voice outlining your concerns regarding this issue.
As the discussions continue, I have taken the liberty to determine the duties of a spotter. A friend of mine from the Baron RC
Club in Spokane, WA forwarded the following. Perhaps you, as a pilot and spotter, can find value in it during your spotter activity.
SPOTTER DUTIES
1. Keep your pilot aware of wind direction, so he can make any necessary adjustments in deciding which way to take off and
land his plane, or to make wind allowances in his maneuvers.
2. Keep constantly aware of what other model pilots and crew members are doing, such as retrieving a plane from the middle
of the strip, or crossing the strip, or starting a plane in a nearby pilot station. Alert other pilots and spotters as to your pilot’s
intentions, e.g. “TAKING OFF TO THE RIGHT” or “LANDING FROM THE LEFT!”
3. Watch for any models that seem to be out of control, in ground handling, on take-offs or landings, or in the pattern. Prepare
to protect your pilot if the out-of-control plane is approaching, by moving him calmly out of its path.
4. Keep track of any area or height violations of your pilot’s plane, and let him know immediately of the infractions.
5. Assist the pilot in starting his plane, moving it to the flight line, checking all flight control functions (rudder, elevator, ailerons
and throttle) before releasing the model for take-off, and retrieving the plane after the landing.
6. REMEMBER, you are not there to admire the flight – YOU ARE NOT A SPECTATOR – you are a crew member with definite and
important responsibilities!!!
The value of a spotter can be realized in this video link. Be sure to turn up the volume for maximum effect.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qao_W-CM45o
“A SAFE OUTCOME SHOULD NEVER BE IN DOUBT”

John Lett
Safety Officer
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WDA OFFICERS & BOARD

WOODLAND DAVIS AEROMODELERS
42875 County Rd. 29
Davis, CA
www.wdarc.org

Flight instructors:
Drew Spiropoulus
(916) 316-5621
mountainhead@me.com
John Eaton
(530) 662-3698
johneaton@sbcglobal.net

WDA CABINET
Membership
Monty Pate
(530) 308-8050 montypate@sbcglobal.net
Safety Officer
John Lett
(916) 667-3627
lettaviation@aol.com
Field Maintenance
Ken Rumsey (530) 787-3076
kenrumsey@sbcglobal.net
Snack Shack/Chief BBQ
Paula Mills
(916) 792-3824
paulakmills@yahoo.com
Raffle
Corey Rose
(530)-601-6154
cdrose79@gmail.com
Points
Monty Welch (707) 451-1842
loon12@aol.com
Newsletter Editor
Glen Spaulding (916) 290-2880
glen@takecontrolhobbies.com
Mailing
Craig Curry
(530) 908-7665
craig@craigcurry.net
Web
Kerry Roberson (707) 447-2701
kroberson@jccomp.com

Jet Turbine Instructors
OPEN
Helicopter Instructor:
OPEN
Club Advocacy
Lou Fox

(530) 753-9331
loujfox@yahoo.com

Woodland/Davis Aeromodelers
110 Main Avenue
Sacramento, CA 95838

President: John Eaton
(530) 681-5316
johneaton@sbcglobal.net
Vice Pres: Ed Morgan
(707) 678-1121
ejmorgan54@sbcglobal.net
Secretary: Mike O'Kane
(530) 796-4377
mokane@cableview.tv
Treasurer: Jim Macdonald (530) 756-0269
jdmacdonald@ucdavis.edu
Board members:
Jeff Lovitt
(916) 889-3300
jlovitt@sbcglobal.net
Chris Dellinger
(707) 446-9647
cdellin@sbcglobal.net
Randy Sizemore
(916) 804-4250
reddogusa1@aol.com
Richard Geertson
(707) 693-9537
geertson@sbcglobal.net

FLIGHT INSTRUCTION
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