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Prez Sez    Doug Vice 

Meetings Minutes   Mike OôKane 

Modelerôs Corner   Rich Geertson 

WDA Events Calendar 

Other events 

WDA Club Meetings are  

postponed until we get past this 

ñshelter in placeò period 

Welcome April 

 As a member of a group of hobbyists that have come together for a common interest, I try to keep the Prez Sez 

article in a positive construct.  I will try to do so again, now.  With the recent pandemic and its associated recommen-

dations, we need to discuss where that puts WDA and itôs field.  We are NOT closing the field, however, we will be 

observing the NO SOCIAL GATHERING, SOCIAL DISTANCING, and PERSONAL HYGENE recommendations.  

Obviously, if you are ordered or self-quarantined, please do NOT do so at the field.  We (WDA) are asking that you 

increase the social distancing from the recommended 6ô to 15ô, and in doing so that we only occupy every other table 

for assembly.  It is suggested that you wipe the table before and after use.  Please be conscious of the little things, like 

wiping the lock before operating the tumblers, or gloves if possible.  When at the field flying, please, quad pilot and 

helo pilots, use the areas set aside for you to help leave room for fixed wing needing a runway.  The Helos to the 

north, quads to the south.  And last, but not least, be respectful of others, we are all adults in a difficult social situation.  

If you see the field is looking crowded when you arrive, please donôt force it!   

Fly Safe!!! 

Doug Vice 

Dougv69@gmail.com 

mailto:Dougv69@gmail.com
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 Woodland Davis Aeromodelers March General Meeting 

Meeting called to order by Doug Vice. 

 

Members present:  Doug Vice, Randy Sizemore, John Eaton, Mike OôKane,   

Jeff Lovitt, Dan Winters, Doug Barton, Keith Young, Chris Dellinger 

 

Last monthôs minutes reviewed, motion for approval, 2nd, and passed with one objection.  

11 General members are present. 

 

Recognition of guests and new members, none present 

 

Officer reports 

§ President: Doug commented how nice the Field is looking with the clean up taking place. 

§ Vice President:  No comments 

§ Treasurer:  John reports income of $2,612.00, expenses of $70.00 with a checking account balance of $8,611.00, 

the year to date comparison is about $1,000.00 less in checking than this time last year. 

§ Secretary: No comments. 

§ Chair Reports: 

§ Membership:  John reports there are approximately 77 memberships issued to date. 

§ Safety Chair:   

§ Field Chair: Art Williams is present, and is working up a ñto doò list for  

§ News Letter: Rich Geertson is not present, as usual any article you care to see published pleases send to Richôs 

attention for inclusion in the NEWS Letter.   

§ Points Chair:  John Stein has the point tally current as of this meeting. 

§ WEB Page:  Kerry has the WEB current 

 

Events Reports:  Monte reported that the Annual Giant Scale event in Atwater (Castle AFB) has been cancelled due 

to loss of the flying site to development. 

Monte motioned to host the Giant Scale event at WDA as a fun Fly on May 20th through the 25th, Field to remain 

open.  Motion received a second and was unanimously approved. 

 

Old Business: 

Snack Shack shade structure rework proposal submitted.  Proposal submitted was for the metal required to complete 

the rework to be donated by a club member and the welding cost would be picked up by the Club. The Board request-

ed a welding estimate.  Follow-up of the welding estimate was for $1,400.00, this info was sent via e-mail thread to 

the Board, replies were received with the majority of the members approving the welding cost. Project is moving for-

ward. 

Item is open. 

 

Water Project. 

3ò PVC pipe for the suction section has been purchased by a Club Member and will be installed after the winter flow 

in the ditch subsides and summer tail water flow returns. 

Item is open 

 

Woodland Christian after school STEP program.  

This project has been postponed until fall  

Item open 
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 Pick-up truck 

Truck has been removed 

Item closed 

 

Salvaged Sun room parts 

Item has been scheduled or disposal 

Item is open 

Copious model plans (container/plans) 

John Eaton commented the plans currently stored in the Conex containers were from a private collection and the own-

er was trying to preserve early vintage model plans.  The Club intent is to categorize the plans and preserve the vin-

tage model plans.  

Item is open 

 

Fencing 

Monte Welch retracted his previous motion to remove the fence and submitted a modified motion that called for 

North and South portions of the pilot fence be removed leaving 40ô of the current fence in the center of the Pilot line. 

If pilots so choose they could utilize the small portable barriers. This motion received a 2nd and discussion began. 

 

Numerous comments from the membership were voiced, ADA concerns were brought up as well as interference of 

the transmitter signal. 

There was not enough information provided that substantiated signal interference.  Safety interference concerns were 

discussed that included lowering the fence down to the ADA height of 34ò which would put the transmitters above 

the fence top and mitigate interference concern to an acceptable level. 

Comments regarding pilots flying from the taxi way were brought up, some of these pilots preferred to be closer to 

the runway than the pilot line and blocked the visibility of other pilots.  In addition if a pilot wanted to fly without a 

fence in front of themselves they could stand North or South of the taxi way but would need to stay behind (East) of 

the designated pilot line. 

Monte withdrew his motion to modify the existing Pilot fence. 

A new motion was made that for Safety concerns, the existing Pilot fence be lowered to ADA standards of 34ò, the 

motion received a 2nd. Discussion was tabled until the next meeting. 

Item is open. 

 

Tables 

Picnic tables have been reworked and painted. 

Pit tables: Discussion took place that will rework the existing tables to ensure the tables are structurally sound and 

new tops and edging will be installed.  One table is to be reworked and cost determined 

Item is open. 

 

Work Party 3/28/2020.  With the Cornavirus concerns we all need to consider our own and family health, the near 

term events (Jet and Helicopter Scale Masters) are cancelled or postponed. Look to the WDA WEB page for status of 

the Work Party. 

 

New Business: RC aircraft flying over the U-control area. 

 

Meeting adjourned. 
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Woodland /Davis Aeromodelers March Board Meeting 2020 

March 9, 2020 

 

Members present: Doug Vice, Randy Sizemore, John Eaton, Mike OôKane, Jeff Lovitt, Chris Dellinger, Dan Winters, 

Doug Barton, and Keith Young. 

 

Officer Reports: 

¶ President: Doug commented how good the field is looking as the cleanup progresses. 

¶ Vice-President: No comments 

¶ Treasurer: John reports $2,612.00 of income and $70.00 of expenses for a net income of $2,542.00.  Checking ac-

count balance is $8,611.41. 

¶ Secretary: No comments 

¶ Chair reports:  Art continues to work on his ñto doò list.  Tuesday and Thursday are the normal work days for Art 

and other to be at the Field.  Thursday is the normal mowing day with the runway shut down while mowing near is 

in that area.  If you would be interested in mowing or would care to work off some points Tuesday or Thursday 

please contact Art Williams. 

¶ Membership:  John has issued 77 cards to date. 

¶ News Letter:  Rich is always looking for content, please reach out to him if you have an article of interest you 

would like to see published. 

¶ Web Page: Kerry has the page up to date with points tally. 

¶ Safety Chair: John commented on the Boards responsibility to ensure the Field is operated as safe as possible.   

 

Work Party: Saturday 3/28/2020 

Membership letter sent. 

 

Old Business:  

Water:  Art has priced 3ò PVC pipe to replace the 6ò suction line and will pick the pipe up before the next meeting.  

Cost of the pipe was covered by a club member donation. 

 

Shade Structure:  A proposal was presented to the Board that provides the steel pipe being donated by a club mem-

ber with the cost of welding and concrete being funded by the Club. 

The Board asked for a cost estimate of the welding which will be provided via e-mail, the concern is to have the Shade 

structure rebuilt in time for the first event of the season.  The e-mail information will expedite the decision process 

rather than wait for the April meeting. 

 

Fence:  Discussion will continue at the General Meeting. ADA height was mentioned and deferred to the General 

Meeting. 

 

Truck: Arrangements have been made to have the truck towed away which is anticipated to take place before the 

April meeting. 

 

Sun room: Disposal of the sunroom that was salvaged is scheduled. 

Model plans in Conex(s):  Doug B. will begin to organize. 

Work Party: 3/28/2020 

 

Events: Wings of Victory June 27-28 ( date change for wings). 

Add December 6, Pearl Harbor fun fly day (open to all AMA members).  Date changes were motioned, 2nd received 

and motion passed unanimously. 
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With all of us cowering, er, uh, sheltering in place, I 
assumed I would be DELUGED with BUILD ARTI-
CLES from all the modelers who have been waiting 
for this opportunity to live at their building boards! 
Well, not so muché  

So, I continue to progress on my Bates Bearcat project, although admittedly, progress feels slow as I get 
into the nitty-gritty of engineering everything to work in harmony BEFORE I move onto glassing and finish-
ing.  Translation?  Install, test, tweak, removeðREPEAT MANY MORE TIMES. 
LOTS still left to do on this bird, but my strategy is to just keep biting off bits and pieces to avoid becoming 
overwhelmedé 
I did reach a milestone recently by finally programming and operating the retracts and gear doors with eve-
rything installed in the airframe.  I canôt include the video I took of a couple of gear cycles.  I can say that I 
REALLY LIKE this Robart rechargeable electric air pump. 
 
Donôt you just love the internet?  I found an informative video 
on how to program my Futaba 18SZ for retract and gear door 
sequencing. WORKS GREAT!   
The magnificent Sierra gear are air-operated, but the gear 
doors and retractable tailwheel are servo operated. The mad-
ness behind my method is to limit the number of air-operated 
gadgets on board, thus, limiting the number of air connections 
as well as the demand for air, all in an effort to limit the num-
ber of possible gear failure points.  Only time and flying will 
tell if my strategy pays off. 
 
My other modeling passion is ENGINES.  Got a hankering for 
running some of my engines lately, which is usually accompa-
nied by cleaning and detailing them as well. 
First, I was bench testing a DA150 for a buddy. I have never 
used air cleaners on my engines and have never (knowingly) 
experienced any damage from not filtering incoming air. Well, 
thereôs always a firsté  
So I finish testing this DA150 (which runs absolutely AWE-
SOME!) and am removing the mufflers, I notice some serious grooves in one piston! The piston also feels 
óloose.ô  
Rather than delve into it myself, I shipped the engine to DA for their inspection. NOTHING internally was 
found to be wrongé no shattered piston clip, no flaked bearings, nothing out of the ordinary, but INDEED, 
the engine had ingested something through the carburetor which trashed a piston and cylinder! 
After receiving the repaired engine back from DA, I elected to ñcherry it out,ò per se...   


